Ability to Speak English; Linguistically Isolated Household. For people who speak a language other
than English at home, the response to the census question: “Does this person speak a language other than
English in the home?,” (ability to speak English) represents the person’s own perception of his or her ability

to speak English, from “very well” to “not at all.” Because census questionnaires are usually completed by one
household member, the responses may represent the perception of another household member. A linguistically
isolated household is one in which no person aged 14 or over speaks English at least “very well.” That is, no
person aged 14 or over speaks only English at home, or speaks another language at home and speaks English
“very well.” Source: Census 2000

Figure 2.

Speakers of Languages Other Than English at Home
and English Ability by Language Group: 2000

(Population 5 years and over, in millions. Data based on sample. For
information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, sampling
error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/prod/cen2000/doc/sf3.pdf)
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 3.
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